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Welcome to 

E S T .  1 8 9 1

“Nowhere in the east can be found
gardens that surpass those surrounding
the Lougheed home. Hedges of sweet
peas and banks of shaded astors are
brilliant bits of color against the bright

greengrass and the darker greens of the
bay trees that border the drives.”

NEWS TELEGRAM,  3 1  AUGUST 1912



“Another very fine lilac bush in
Calgary is to be seen in the gardens

of the beautiful residence of Sir
James Lougheed, 707 Thirteenth
Avenue west. This is also of the

Japanese variety, and is about seven
years old. This year it was fully

loaded with blossoms, though its
best period has now passed for this

summer. This tree is about the
same size of W.R.Hull’s.”

THE CALGARY DAILY  HERALD ,  16  JULY
1920



MAP



In order to draw attention to the public entry to the building, several large
planters filled with lush, vibrant annuals have been placed on either side
of the stairs. Although modern in shape and design, the colour of the
planters complement the historic house and period garden ornaments.

In keeping with current trends towards sustainable gardening, these are
self-watering. A reservoir of water at the bottom of the planter is filled
once a week and allows for moisture to be wicked up as plants need it.
This reduces water loss to the atmosphere, and saves on the time and
labour of watering.

The shrubs growing in the raised concrete planters are Meyer lilacs,
originally found growing near Beijing, China in 1909. In June they present
an outstanding show of small, light purple flowers with amazing fragrance.

Main Entrance



This space is where to find vegetables, herbs and edible flowers 
that can be successfully grown in Calgary gardens. This season 
we are demonstrating different planting techinques - Square Foot 
Gardening, Traditional Rows, and Three Sisters which combines corn, 
beans and squash.  Plants that can be found include rhubarb, bush 
beans, kale, lettuce, carrots, beets, tomatoes and zucchini. 
Herbs in this garden include chives and mint. 

Veggie Garden



Flower arranging was first recognized 
as an art form in the Victorian era and 
using flower arrangements to decorate 
the home was considered a skill 
essential to any young woman’s 
training. This garden showcases many 
plants well-suited to harvesting for use 
in a vase or bouquet.  Perennials are 
plants that return each year and our 
garden includes peonies, blazing 
star, iris and echinacea – all in 
shades of pinks and purples. Two kinds 
of ornamental onions (alliums) 
planted last fall as bulbs can be used 
for fresh cuts, or as dried flowers. Sea 
holly is used for its steely-blue foliage, 
and is also used for fresh or dried 
arrangements. Late in the season 
culver’s roots, and the vibrant yellow 
of golden rod will take over. Annuals 
are added each year and this season 
you’ll find p o c k e t s  o f  z i n n i a s . 

Cutting Garden



Isabella Lougheed was known to be particularly fond of roses, and
she grew many selections in her garden. That tradition has been
carried forward into the current day. Roses can be found in several
locations on the site, but the Memorial Rose Garden displays the
greatest variety. The rose arbour is an exact replica of one that was
on the grounds at the time the Lougheeds lived in the house. It was
erected in memory of volunteer Margaret Exton. The arbour
supports a climbing rose – John Cabot – a fragrant repeat bloomer
with fuchsia pink/red blooms. Each year the volunteers train the
rose to climb higher over the arbour. Many other roses in the
garden were believed to be grown in the original Beaulieu gardens.
Other plants are included to complement the roses. A large Mock
orange shrub with a mass of white fragrant flowers blooms in
spring before the roses, as do a wonderful bleeding heart
specimen and many bearded iris. Mid-season you’ll see big
betony, poppies and daylilies extending the season of interest.

Memorial Rose
Garden



Created to balance the circular bed surrounding the flagpole, this 
bed’s nickname comes from the domed window atop the dining room 
that sits directly above. Always used for annuals, this year we 
added an urn to the center.  In the spring bloomed white tulips 
and multi-coloured pansies.  For the summer, our soft, 
romantic colour scheme features (from the center) gaura, 
geraniums, dusty miller, dianthus and gazanias. 

Dome Bed



This lower portion of the garden was rebuilt in the early 2000’s to 
accurately replicate the garden structures and layout found on site 
during the time of the Lougheeds. The balustrades, straight formal 
lines, steps leading down into the garden and the large circular beds 
are all illustrative of Victorian gardens and this spot is very popular 
for weddings and photos. This year two colour schemes contrast 
soft and light with bold and bright. Choosing and adhering to these 
themes helps to create and maintain a sense of continuity as 
visitors move through the gardens.

Formal Gardens ~
Circle Beds

In the Circle Beds, taller plants are put in the center, gradually 
stepping down to plants that hug the edges of the sidewalks. 
Highlights this year include orange canna lilies in the center of the 
north and south beds, along with dianthus, marigolds and 
potato vine. The center circle features tall  verbena in the middle, 
surrounded by brown eyed Susans, salvia, and petunias.



The beds flanking the steps down into the Formal Garden are home to
some of the plants most closely associated with the original Beaulieau
Gardens. Pink Sarah Bernhardt peonies are a heritage variety, named
for the famous actress. Species peonies bloom earlier in the spring, and
can be found at the south end of this bed in the shadier location they
require. Peonies have a long history and connection with Chinese gardens
and culture, fitting well with the theme of our indoor exhibit this summer.

Morden Blush hardy roses were bred as part of the Parkland rose 
series in the 1970’s but would no doubt have met with approval from 
the garden-savvy Lougheeds. Blooms are lightly scented, semi-double in 
blush pink to ivory. Later in the season the hollyhocks come into their 
own, towering 8+ feet tall in a range of flower colours from pink to a 
deep purple and maroon. Traced back to the days of the Lougheeds, 
hollyhocks pop up in several pockets of the garden, but are the most 
visible here where they peak over the top of the balustrades. Seeds for 
these plants are available in the gift shop. Annuals fill the rest of the 
beds, this year sticking with a soft romantic colour scheme. Look for 
verbena, white chrysanthemum, dusty miller and alyssum.

Formal Gardens ~
West Beds



These smaller beds include more perennials – most notable of which 
are the delphiniums that rise up against the walls on either side of 
the stairs. These require careful staking by our volunteers each year. 
Also a feature is the Prairie Traveller’s Joy clematis that grows 
vigorously on the balustrades beside the steps. Although there are a 
handful of clematis native to Alberta, many were introduced from 
China, and of the 300 species found worldwide, about half are found 
in China. Annabelle hydrangeas are grown here as well and will 
produce huge white flowers in late summer. 

Formal Gardens ~
East Beds



Thank you 
for 

visiting!




